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March 10, 2009
Honorable Lori Saldaña 
California State Assembly

1557 Columbia St.
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Assembly Member Saldaña:

As a member of the PTA, and (insert appropriate phrase, i.e. parent of two students in the San Diego Unified School District) I ask you to stand up for the children of California to protect their future and our state’s economic sustainability.  While I appreciate that the enacted budget included additional revenues, I am disappointed that education funding shouldered a disproportionate share of the cuts.  Our school district will (share examples of the things that are on the “cut” list in your school district.) 
The continued lack of adequate and stable funding for public education has caused California to slip yet again in national rankings, to 47th nationally in per-pupil funding, spending $7,571 when adjusted for regional cost differences compared to the national average of $9,963.  California is now dead last in the number of school staff, librarians and counselors that support our students.  Until we confront this downward spiral of our public education system, we risk not only the future of our children, but the future of our state's economy and its ability to compete in an increasingly competitive global environment.  

That is why I respectfully request your support of AB 8 (Brownley.)  This bill would build upon the findings of the Getting Down to Facts studies which concluded that California’s education finance system is irrational and complex and in need of comprehensive reform to make it simpler, more transparent, and effective. AB 8 would require the state’s Director of Finance and Legislative Analyst to form a working group to make policy and fiscal recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor by December of 2010.

I also urge your support of SCA 6 (Simitian) which would place a proposition on the ballot to lower the parcel tax threshold to 55%.  If Sacramento is not going to provide sufficient funding for education, we need to ensure that communities that wish to do so are able to pass local funding measures.  When our public schools faced a facilities crisis, California voters passed a similar measure for local school bond measures.  As a result, school districts in San Diego County have been able to renovate aging classrooms and provide safe, modern learning environments for students.  

Finally, I ask that you do everything in your power to ensure that the education funding included in the Federal Stimulus Package is allocated to local school districts as intended, to help mitigate the cuts to education, rather than supplanting a comparable amount of state education funding.  
Sincerely,

(your signature)
Your Name
Your Street Address

Your City, State, Zip

